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LOCAL COOPERATIVE/GROCERY STORE PLANS FOR STRONG FUTURE

Lincoln, Neb., May 17-The 2,750 residents of rural Kimball will benefit through the $1.4 million loan to the
Kimball Co-op Food Store being provided by the American National Bank of Kimball and guaranteed by the United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development.  The loan will assist the cooperative to enhance its
financial structure and strengthen its long-term viability.

"Residents, farmers and ranchers rely heavily on the services offered by the co-op," said Roger Wynne,
president of American National Bank.  "We are pleased to be able to help a business that affords our community with
many needed and valued services."

The Kimball Co-op Food Store delivers a valued service to its community and surrounding areas.  Becoming
the only grocery facility in 1997 to serve the area, the store faced expansion in order to broaden its grocery line.  A
new 21,000 sq. foot building was constructed which brought the benefits of increased employment opportunities,
employing 50 full-time and part-time employees; attracted new retail as the Dollar General was established; and
provided adequate space in order to fully function as a complete grocery store.

Daniel Laska, business & community specialist for USDA Rural Development stated, "Grocery stores are an
intricate part of rural communities.  For Kimball the store serves as an anchor to the community as it attracts
customers to the area for necessary grocery items while; directly and indirectly stimulating the local economy."

For additional information contact Dan Laska in the USDA Rural Development State Office, Rm. 152 Federal
Building  100 Centennial Mall North, Lincoln, Neb.  68508-3888 or phone (402) 437-5554, (402) 437-5093 TDY.  Visit
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ne/.
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